How do I join the church?

There really isn't a concept of "joining the chirehthe Bible.
We don’t have a “members list” so only God knotes tip to
date list - being a Christian is something thdtesveen you and
God.

The same process which makes a person a Chriss@adds us
to the church.

So to join, please come along and take part, getdov people,
make friends and find how you can add to the church

(0191) 416 1300

Email mail@wcocuk.org
www.wcocuk.org

Welcome to......

(0191) 416 1300

Email washingtoncoc@googlemail.com

www.wcocuk.org



Who we are....

A Christian Church, searching to live our lives amatship in a
manner described in the Bible in the way Jesusided rather than
how people have made it.

We try to have no un-necessary rituals, no tragktioJust people
trying to live like Jesus would wish.

History of the congregation

We like to say that our church began in the year dlesus was crucified,
when the first Christians began to meet together...
our church is in some senses a continuation okthosetings.

There have been “worshipers of God” since the
beginning of time by one name or another.
We consider the church to continue in that linéagh.

The church of Christ, as such, has existed forlp@&00 years. It was
not founded by any man, but by the Jesus Himself.

Our particular congregation in Washington first nme1988 as four
families gathered together for fellowship,

worship and meeting together in one an-

other’'s homes.

Some of those came from Lubbock, Texas,

others from the North East of England

We have hosted community evangelism
events, particularly during August, includ-
ing in 1999 a fayre representing life in
Jerusalem at the time of Jesus, with a huge
representation of the Temple and markets

Why Such Different Views?
How can there be such totally different explanagitor dinosaurs?

Whether one is an evolutionist, or accepts the &adtount of
history, the evidence for dinosaurghe same

All scientists have the same facts—they have theesaorld, the
same fossils, the same living creatures, the sanvense.

It all depends operspective.
We look at things from God'’s perspective or frora tpinion of
people.

We tend to like to ignore God because then we agm® are not
accountable to Him.

If we can “prove” that God doesn’t exist then wendidave to
follow His guidelines and rules.

This is so when we consider
morals and lifestyle choices
too.



WHAT REALLY HAPPENED TO THE DINOSAURS?

Are Dinosaurs a Mystery?
Dinosaurs are only a mystefyyou accept the evolutionary
story of their history.

According to evolutionists: Dinosaurs first evolved around

235 million years ago—long before man appeareckirtistory is
recorded in the fossil layers on the Earth. Howesmund 65 million
years ago something happened to change all ofttise dinosaurs
disappeared mysteriously.

There is no mystery surrounding dinosaurs if yateptthe Bible’s
totally different account of dinosaur history.

According to the Bible: Dinosaurs first existed some time between 6
to 125 thousand years ago. God made the dingsdang with the
other land animals, on Day Six of the Creationdismsaurs lived at

the same time as people.

All kindsof land animals, including the dinosaur kinds, wemtoard
Noah’s Ark. All those left outside the Ark diedtime Flood—many
of their remains became fossils.

After the Flood (around 4,500 years ago), the Emdhals, including
dinosaurs, came off the Ark and lived in the présenrld, along with
people. After that, climate change, lack of foddease, and man’s
hunting caused many types of animals to becomedxti

The dinosaurs, like many other creatures, suchaal®®) died out.

Why the big mystery about dinosaurs?

Which denomination is this church?

The church of Christ aspires to be non-denominatiand independent,
simply the church Jesus intended.

We are not connected with the church of Englan@ngrprotestant
organisation, the Catholic church, or any otherodeination.

We are simply Christians and strive to follow ttegtprn for the church
that is found in the New Testament and first cgnadter Jesus, without
any of the trappings and additions that built uprahe centuries.

We aspire to follow the teachings of Jesus and @od,not
the teachings of man.

We have no central headquarters or body.
Each congregation is independent and we use tHe ®ilunite us.

The term "church of Christ" is not a title usediisectarian sense, but is
a descriptive term indicating “belonging to Christ”

“You can be simply a Christian,
a follower of Christ, without being a
member of any man-made denomination.”



Our building...

Our building served as the Primary School
for the Brady Square and Washington
Station communities since 1892

Washington church of Christ

After renting buildings for some years wi Albert Place
were took over the building in 1995, rent Columbia
free, for the next ten years before Washington
purchasing it with the help of grant NE38 7BW
funding.

Church Office 416 1300

Website: www.wcocuk.org

The Christian life is 24/7 but what we do on Sundag/?

Worship & Teaching

We encourage members to study personally and wihaoother in their
homes, and to live out the Christian life as ancéct

worship.

Lord’s Supper

Each Sunday we share bread and wine

together as a reminder of Jesus body and bloodh doraus.

Anyone may join in this celebration if you feel goren and really want to
live well for God in the week ahead.

Acapella singing

We sing without instruments and in men's and wompaits where possible.

Who are your leaders ?

Our leader is God. We have no named leaders &sa$ilce moment.
Each Christian is part of the overall body of therh and has a valid
part to play.

We have had ministers and Elders in the past,rbueiw of the rela-
tively small number of active members we feel itdobe pretentious
for us to have “named roles” at this time.

We follow the Biblical model of male Headship, bjish we under-
stand that God places upon men an additional bustiesponsibility
for spiritual leadership both within each familydanithin the church.

We spent 18 months studying the role of men and evowithin the
church, using the original texts as our basis.

We found the need to alter our practices to

reflect what we learnt that God calls us to do withe church.

This particularly led to more opportunities for wemto serve within
worship and teaching roles than we had assumed tlobcase.

Our golden rule in this study was to be guided Inatnthe Bible
taught rather than by the ideas of people.

Take me to your Leader....




Is this an American church?

No, we are God’s church!
In fact we have no Americans in our
congregation now.

We are proud to have become friend

with Christians who were born and

raised on four continents and we hav -

benefited from the breadth of experience and ceilitinat they
have brought to us.

Is our church a cult?

No, a cult is led by one person or a select grdup o
people who control every aspect of their
followers lives.

This may be their friends, their time, their monagd even their
minds, in other words, brainwashing.

In contrast, the church teaches the opposite.

Members are encouraged to be active in the wid@naanity
and also encourage one

another to question the teachers or mentors.

Our standard of right from wrong is the Bible arad ane per-
son’s ideas.

If the teacher is not preaching what the Bible stysn he needs
to be questioned and challenged.

What's your relationship with other churches?

First of all we consider ourselves to be
“only Christians” but we are certainly not
naive or pretentious enough to think we are
“the only Christians”.

We accept other believers on the basis of thein faiJesus and
God.

We meet from time to time with the other churches i
Washington and are involved in common events tinahgthen
the bond of Christian unity and outreach to the wamity.

We welcome members of other churches to meet wgiih our
weekly Bible studies.

We are particularly thankful that for many yearsiveee hosted
the Washington Asylum Seekers Project, a multi-chygroup,
for many years, within our building.



What does the church believe about the Bible?

We trust the word of God rather
than the opinion of people.

The original books which make up
the Bible are considered to have
been inspired by God in

various ways and have authority to
speak about our lives today.

In a world that seems to be getting worse all metwe believe
people are looking for a church that stands upréatitional
Christian beliefs and morals.

We hold to conventional teachings and are not sd/aye
politically driven ideas about what is right andowg.

The Bible is the foundation for our
faith and view of the world
including our positions on matters
that secular society holds a
different view.

What we believe.....

....there is One Creator God.
....in the truth of the Bible message.

....we are all important in God’s eyes.
We are all His children, made in the image of Gdoke.

..... we have all fallen short of God’s standardsind are separated
from God because of this.

God says that the things we have done wrong

deserve death.

..... God sent His son Jesus to die in our place.
If we accept that he did this for us, we are "s&v¥eam eternal
death and given the gift of eternal life with God.

This is often called aew life or being born again and we believe
we should show our commitment to this new life witbd by being
immersed as believers in water as an image of letadly
immersed in this new life with God

We believe that our response to this great gifhfléod must be to
try our best each day to live the way God wantshamks for him
loving us and saving us.

So we meet together worship Him and work
together tdhelp othersbecause we want to
express our thanks to Godn these ways.

We do this through spreading theod newshat God can save us
and heal the separation between us and Him, aradjgh
expressing God'’s love througlets of kindness and charityto
those in the community.



